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needed to evaluate the apparent additional effect of a
more rapid onset of opiate analgesia after tricyclics.
The data suggest that depending on doses needed
there might be a role for the clinical use of noradrener-
gic tricyclics, as part of treatment of moderate to
severe subacute pain, in addition to the present use of
TCAs for chronic pain. Pain which would be antici-
pated, such as that after elective surgery, might also
appear to be a possible use, but likely interactions with
anesthetics mitigate against this. Further studies are
needed to characterize the TCA—opiate interaction.
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